
RANGE OF THERKOMtTER.
The theniometcr ranged aa follows at

Tho Times offlco yesterday: ? ?. hx.. 52;
1 12 M. W: 3 P. M., GO; 6 P. U., 6C; S P. M..
M; 12 P. M., 4$. Avenige. K.3.

WEATHER FORECAST.
Forecast for Sunday and Ilonday:
Virginia.Fair Snná'ay: sooler in weeterar

and northern portions. Monday fair; £wa&
west to north winds.
Xorth Carolina.Fair Sunday and Moa*

day; variable winde.
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THE HABLISTON BU
AND ??? S LIFE S PROBABLY LOST.

The Great Electric Structure the
Prev of Flames.

WOMAN JUMPS FOR HER LIFE

Miss Crump Leaps from Win¬
dow, Making Narrow

Escape.
BEGINS WITH AN EXPLOSION

The Flames "Starting from an Unknown
Cause in the Basement, Soon En¬

velope the Big Structure
and It is Quickly
, Consumed.

;. i-Ale, swirling flames, octopus-like in

their greediness, yesterday afternoon

claimed one human life, swallowed up

properly valued at about $ñ0,O00, threat-

<Mn-d with their liery tentacles a. young

woman, forcing her to leap to certain

Bftrlous injury, and led to one of the. most

thrilling rescues ever witnessed in this

city. For -perhaps an hour the flames

roared and hissed through the HabHston
building, at ¡Main and Seventh Streets,

leaving it a mere shell, after the fiercest

and fastest destruction this city ever

witnessed.
Th" young woman who was seriously

injuml, is Miss Emily Ci'unip. of No.
:,*1G North Twenty-seventh Street, stenog-

¡' raphcr for Uie Richmond .Traction Com¬

pany· The life lost was that of Thomas

Datjm-y, a negro employed by the same

company, who in all probability met death
in the basement of the burned building,
and-J.li·; daring reseúd wîis thiit of C. C.

CJiflou. a. clerk ol" Ihr Traci ion .Company.
Thtvtn-incipal sufferers through the Are

¦wore Mr. Churlos T. lia vis, owner of the
building; Uie Towcr-BlnTord Company,
manufacturers of electrical equipment;
v.ii.i. with the Richmond Traction Com¬

pany ? id live Virginia Electric Railway
and Di\j|.opment Company, occupied the
entire four stories and basement of the
structure, lu audition to these several
occupants ?G near-by shops suffered,
these belujç principally Kniest Young, I
who lia* ;.r. art store at No. :; North
iicveiitS S'./.-et: Smith and Webster, jew¬
ellery, Xj. C2« ¡Main Street; Job Blcker-
slaff, bicycle repairer. No. G-4 Main Street,
and C. \Y. McGInucss, watch repairer, of

Ku. 622 Main Street.
LOSS AXD INSURANCE.

The total damage done by the fire is

estimated at **30,Ò0Ì). and will go little if

any above lhat figure. The insurance

«tarried by all of those affected will, s«j

far as can toe learned, only aggregate
from Ç20,000 to 52·"·.W3. This makes the ac¬

tual loss about ?CO,CO0. This estimate,
based on the most accurate information
obtainable, may not be entirely accurate,
as the Towcr-Binford Company refuses
Co make any statement as to the value
of their stock, the e.\lont «if the damage
or the i usura nee carried. The building.
which was valued at about «*&5,000, was

insured for $10,«XK·. and the insurance on

proiierty in the building will, it is be-
Mcved, make up the difference.
Bichm«>n«rs need of larger water mains

on her principal streets was «shown.
This need hampered the work of Chief
Puller and bis brave laddies through the
weakness of the pressure resulting from
small mains. At the time when pressure
was needed lhe streams thrown would
barely reach to Uie windows; later, when
hai." a dozen or so steamers settled down

to business with their cheerful chug-chug,
there was a decided improvement. At

that time, however, the big building ivas

a hull; the worst had been done.
A THRILLING SPHCTACLK.

From a spectacular viewpoint, the the

was one of the most thrilling Ru-ltmond
has had since the great Jefferson and

Meyers' lires. Its very lkrccr.tss a ?-I

the speed cf destruction was í¡ mazing to

the thousands who gathered in and
«round the adjacent streets. Fighting as

they did at the crossing point of Rich¬
mond's two electric power lines, through
a meshwork of wires, Chief Puller, early
in the progress of the flames, ordered all

currents oîT. Within a few minutes half
a scoro of the wires had fallen, burned
through.
From its inception, breaking forth as

it did ili a whirl of flame from an unex-

j'lained explosion in the basement, the lire
slashed a way straight through the big
building. Wîthlh a minute the halls and
rooms were choking with llie stench of

umokc. the glaring heat of the rapidly
moving flames, and a panic nearly re-

vulted among the Seventy persons em-

ployed in Uie various oflices and shops
in the buildinss.

MISS CRUMP'S JUMP.
Through ? suffocating emoke they

tiurled pell moll down the stairs, strug¬
gling for breath and freedom, successfully
to the street. All «ave one. Miss Crump.
Cooped up as «he was In the front of
the office, with ail means of escape down
the «taire »evenly feet back of her.the
front stairs of the building having been
«¿csed during: the alterations to the build-

ing.she fought the smoke for a time,
then, driven back, she hc-eded. the roaring
advice of a clamorous and excited throng
and leaped. Her injuries aro dangerous,
but not necessarily fatal.
Later during the fire another explo¬

sion, which took out tlie plate glass front
of the entire building, threatened· the lives

j of many, but only minor injuries were
inflicted, although the thousands of spec-
tators scutticd away rapidly and there
was considerable trampling.
When the cast Avail fell, partially across

Seventh Street, danger again threatened,'
this time the firemen, hut again all ès-
caped save for a few bruises.

A NEGRO PROBABLY DEAD.
While the death of the negro is prac¬

tically certain, it remains for a delving
through the basement of the-building to
absolutely prove this. Mr. Clifton, who
was dragged ft·-,m the basement through
a. small sidewalk opening.', tlie steeL bars,
having been smashed in· with, an axe, is
positive, tlie negro was burned. «He be--
lieves that tho negro must 'have been
injured by the first explosion and was
unable to escape, haçLopportunity offered.
? search for the body has been begun,

but so far has been, fruitless. ..

From 2:2S until 4:15 the lire raged., but
it. was under control by'half-past" three.
Neighboring buildings were, scorched
without being badly damaged. The fire
will have only a. temporary effect on the
business carried on in, the building, as

new offices and plants will be established
at once. It is stated also that Mr. Davis
will rebuild on the same site at once.
Streams of water were kept pouring)

into the basement of, the burned building
ail last night, while several policemen·
and watchmen were on duty. Vaults and
safes remain to be opened in the various I.
offices.

FULL STORY OF THE FIRE.
Progress of the Destruction Was Remarkably

Rapid, Owing to Tinder-Like Wood.
Three minutes before the complete

flame-envelopment of the northern end
of the Habl.«ton building there was urt
one single sign of the impending ciisas-
ter.* AVhen the first sign came it was a

trickling llame, which pushed aside the
cellar cap on the sidewalk In ¡Seventh
Street, and crept through. A second later
there came a resounding detonation from
the depuis of the cellar and within a min¬
ute the leaping llames had slashed their
way through windows, and were greedily
devouring the highly varnished woodwork
of tin- building.
Mr. J. T. West, who conducts a print¬

ing establishment at No. 7 North Seventh
Street, directly across from wn°re the lire
started, was at work at his destt. Ho
had been there for ten or fi f-.eon minutes;
but only looked out at tho explosion and
saw the llames driven lifteen or twenty
feet across Seventh Str2-;t towáid h:s

place of business.
Mr. ?\". S. Mayo, treasurer of the

Tower-Binford- Company, was sittii:;j ¡n

his private onice on the far western side
of the building, that point f;irthcv.:st re¬
moved from the tire's beginning point. He
heard the explosion and started his office
boy to the basement to lind out what was

the matter. The boy never reached the
basement. At thfc head oí the stairs lead¬
ing down he was met by an avalanche
of black smoke, which staggered him
back, and then came the shrieking alarm
of lire.
Several gentlemen in the oflices went to

see personally what was the matter, but
were In turn driven back. Up to this point
there had been no alarm turned in. Tne
confusion and excitement resulting was

intense, but out. of the chaos an employe
of the Richmond Traction Company finally
dashed into the street by way of the
Seventh-Street door, shouting "fire." In-j
star.tly the cry was taken up. but valu¬
able timo had been wasted, the few min¬
utos given to the flames before the alarm
was finally turned in having been suf¬
ficient for the merciless and ever devour¬
ing tongues of the name to grasp the en-

tiro building.
LIKE A TINDER BON.

Then the building began to go like a

tinder box. Highly fin'sjied and polished
throughout, as.dry as a chip, and with a

stiff upward draught through the cellar
grating, driving the roaring fire ahead,
there then seemed little hope ror the'bund¬
ing. By th's time. too. smoke began
pouring" through the building. It was

dense, dark, overpowering, with the

stench of rubber in it from the insulators.
With the spread oí the smoke, there

came pandemonium in tlie building. In a

moment tlie stairs leading down to Sev¬
enth Street.and there were no other
stairs in the buHding.became congested
with a stn-çgil«-)*·*. excited; «shouting mass.

With a volume of smoke pouring up;
with every window closed and no escape
for the suffocating fumes, the workmen
who had 'been employed in the building
staggered on down and out into the fresh
air. practically the last leaving the door
as a jçt of rose flame ripped open a par¬
tition and flooded the stairway with de¬
vastating heat.
Amons those who escaped toy way. of

the stuirs was a young woman, (Miss Pow-
«-»rs, employed by the Richmond Traction
Company as stenographer. She was at

(Continued ou Second .Pace.) ..

THE GREAT FIRE AT ITS HEIGHT.

RECENT BIG FIRES IN RICHMOND-
'' Richmond has suffered heavily in the past year from fire. The

following table gives the amounts lost and the insurance in some of
the recent large conflagrations :

'< Insurance. Loss.
Februarv 19.R. H. Boshers'Sons.S 21,500 S 9.073.25
A\arch29.Jefferson Hotel.' . 530.000 513,861^33
April 10.Julius Meyers'Sons ..J. 234.250 229,152.70
August 14.James N.Boyd. 17,500 12,000.00
Augusf 19.American Cigar Co ..120,000 100,000.00
November 9.Hableston Building. 20,000 50,ooo.oo

Total.S943.750 S916.087.7S

LARGE AMOUNT OF
BUILDING HERE

Architects and Builders Busier Than
Ever Before.

NOT ENOUGH SMALL HOUSES,

Many Improvements Being Made in Public

Buildings and Private Residences.

Some of the Work
Now Going On.

[.There is an unprecedented amount of

[building goiiig on in Richmond: The av-

chitects, builders and real estate agents
say they can recall no similar activity
in this city, and give as the logical reason

the« remarkably good times.
"The only thing that is lacking io make

things perfect in this respect," said a

prominent real estate man. "is the un¬

willingness of capitalists to put mure

money in buildings. There is a demand
for medium-sizid houses that cannot be

supplied. Day after day people" come to

us looking for houses "that rent from "-"??*)
to $300 a year. We cannot supply such
houses, for there are none? and, in' fact,
there are scarcely any houses of any de¬

scription vacant at this time. There is

also a demand I'ofhigh-priceel houses.
"In my opinion, there/is no better way

at this time than to invest'money in rf-al

estate People aro coming into the city
to live, and we are unable to give Uicm
the houses' they seek."

Another agent. In speaking of the many
improvements that are '«being made to

private residences' 'and business houses,
said that the tendency now was to b«?au-
tify one's surroundings, and the best ef¬
forts of decorators and painters were being
placed upon many private residences.
"Business housed are; remodelling and

enlarging because^ the "great increase in
business demands· it." he said. "Tliere is
hardly a-, retail store of any prominence
in the city that h.os not been.- enlarged
within tho past nine months, and those
that'have,not.been Improved in that time
have.been {luring the past two years.
''This has"not been confined "to the re¬

tail stores alone, for many of the whole-

sale houses have been compelled to on-
largo their premises in order to accom¬
modate the increased amount of busi¬
ness."
Other gentlemen prominent as archi¬

tects, builders and real estate men were
yesterday asked for an expression of opin¬ion as to the progress of Richmond in
building during the last year. Below are
given, some of their replies:
Marion J. Dimmock. architect, of No.1111 East Main ¡Street, said: "Building

operations have been unusually largethis· year, far surpassing those of the ¡
past two or three years. These operations
have been practically confined to busi¬
ness houses and office buildings, but therehave been quite a. number of residences
erected and there is still a demand for
more. Those that have been built have
been generally homes and· few for rental
purposes. What is sorely needed'in Rich¬
mond' is first-class flats and apartment
houses. Everybody is looking for them,
This great demand exists because flats
minimize th? trouble and expense of
housekeeping and if capital should be di-
rectedi this way the return would be
large. There have been a large number
of these buildings erected» in Baltimore ;

and Washington, during the last- live
years and they have met with unprece- [dented success."

Pollard ? Bagby. real estate, of Nos.
5 and 7 North Eleventh Street, said:
"There, is no doubt that conditions in
real estato are better now in this city
tha.n they have been for ten years. It
is not a boom or anything like it, merely
a good, natural growth. Tho sale of
property here for immediate improvement
is better than over. The trouble hore
now. we have found», is that we can't
get labor. Houses that wc have promised
are all delayed a month or so for lack 1
of men. There is a wide field for Jabor
of all kinds, particularly in the building
trade, and it seems to be impossible to
get it. Every man could be -used."

J. T. Wilson, builder, of Main and
Eleventh Street: "There is no doubt that
building in Richmond this year has been
held down considerably by strikes, as
well as by the high price of materials.
We have had four strikes this year, paint¬
ers, carpenters, brick-layers, stone-work¬
ers, plumbers and all allied trades having
been out.. This, in connection with the
great steel strike, which affected building
all over the country. has been bad for
us, but in spite of it there has been a
substantial movement forward. Now that
labor conditions have settled down some¬
what, there will* probably be a stiff re¬
vival in the trade whichWill last for somo
time to come."

?. Wiley Anderson, architect of No: sai

CCoittnued on Third Page.)· i

COLEI.
DROPS DEAD

Fell at His House, Having Just Re¬
turned From His Farm,

DIED OF HEART TROUBLE,

Was of Distinguish:!! Virginia Lineage
Though an Alabamian by Birth.Was

a üallart So!di:r and Fine

Christian Gentleman.

Colonel Ëdwiwn L. Hobson, one of the

best known men in the city, dropped
dead of heart trouble at his home. No. ll

West Franklin Street, a few minutes to

7 o'clock lL:st night.
Colonel Hobson liad just returned from,

his farm in Goochland county, where he

had spent the day in his usual health,
and had just entered the hallway of his

home and was making stime change to

pay the driver who brought him up from

the station, when he fell to the lloor and

died without a murmur.

Colonel Hobson was one· of the most

widely known men in the city and hU
saucen death was a great shock to his
family and friends.

WAS A GALLANT SOLDIER.
Edwin Ij. Hobson was born in. Greene

county. Ala., sixty-six years-ago on his
fathers farm, near Greensboro. His
father v.-as a wealthy cotton planter, and
his grandparents were Virginians, and
Mr. Hobson. was descended from distin¬
guished stock of this State.
At the breaking out of the Civil War

Mr. Hobson entered the Confederate army
as a-private, and by reason of his dis¬
tinguished gallantry he rose rapidly until
early in the war he became colonel of
the Fifth Alabama Regiment with the
.remnant of which he surrendered at Ap¬
pomattox in 1S65,
Asa soldier Colonel Hobson was little

known to-this generation, so modest and
untiring was he ili his bearing, but to
the survivors of tho ever glorious- Army
or" Northern Virginia lus mere name ^
the synohyn of cool, determined darings.
In the official reports of the great battles
fought by that army his name occurs
again and again as major, lieutenant-
colonel, anal colonel of his regirruent. al¬
ways with, most emphatic praise on the
part of his superiors for his prudeuce,
skill and courage in the most desperate
and critiea\ events.
The Fifth Alabama was one of the

crack régiments of the Confederacy and
was in Virginia, during most-of the war,

having participated with splendid gal-
lañtry in. many of the hardest buttles.
.Colonel Hobson led his men on many a

field where the battle raged fiercest, and
was scverelywounded) a number of times.
1 tè was brought to Richmond for treat-
ment at one of the hospitals hero during
the latter part of the war, and soon after
the war made this his homo.

HIS HOME AND FAiiiï.t".
In November, lSCô. Col. Hobson mar-

ried Miss K_.»nle. the scon I daughter
of the late tien. Joseph R. Anderson; who,
with ten children, survives hirn. Col.
Hobson owned a fine farm und country
residence in Goochland county, on the
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway, .'.nd he
tiivided his time between .oa.iing «?fte"r
that and his business interés :s in th:s
city. He used h.s residence in Gcocn-
land as a summer home, and hi «and his
family spent their winiers in this city,
at their home here. No. 2 West FrariKlm
Street.
For some years past Col. Hobson had

been connected with the Tredegar Iron
Works, and was at tho time of his death
a director in that company. He >.:d.d long
been a consistent memher of St. Paul's
Church, and was. for many years, and at
the time of his death, one of its ves'.ry-
raen.
Col. Hobson was a man of fine man¬

ners and pleasing address., and was wide¬
ly popular wherever he was known, lie
was generous to a fault, and v,-is noted
for his charitable deeds and kindiics«; :r
heart. /

He was a kind father and :- deyoted
husband and. loved the associ it Ion oi Ms
family beyond ail else in life. He T-cs
a .gallant soldier, a true triViJ, :-.u hon¬
ored citizen and .withal a ??'·.? Christian
gentleman, whose presence wiJ! b«- s«.rçiy
missec"·· in tho community. Col. Mobson
is survived by the following child-en:
Mr. J. .R. A. Hobson, who is a.i (.thcer of
the American Long Distance Teltj nrne
Company in Savannah, Ga. ; D:··. E. L.
Hf>b=on. Jr., of this city, anvl .Mes.··«:
Graham ?"., Dr. DcGraffenrie-i, Krank.
u.iuia and Archer, and M-"f.s.?:i Sa*líe
and Fannie Hobson. ail of this riry, s.ive
Mr. .Çorydon Hobson. who.is now a stu¬
dent at the University of Virginia.
".No funeral arrangements nave yet tren
made, but it is probable-that t: v.ill take
place to-morrow afterr.ooa.

Good Roads Train.
(C.F .\.s«-o«'iat(Ml Pits».";

KNOXViLLK. TENX.. Nov. ?..The
Southern Railway's Good 'Roads Special
arriv«_-d at Greenville. Temi., last night,
and to-day the machinery was unloaded
and preparations''begu? for >tbe Go<jd
Koads Congress on Ol'snday a«Q Tuesday
Úext, .... !
The ?-xperts accorr inylng the trial are

much pleased.with the success ?G the en¬
terprise. They state the people are. man¬
ifesting much interese In the good roads,
movement.

._-;-..-;-
. Bought by Judge Leake.

A deed of bargain and -sale was re-
corded in tho Chancery Court.yesterday.·
in which the property. No. Ht* Grove '

Avenue, is transferred to Jung« William |
J. Leake by the Old Dominion Building]
and Loan Association for $t*,T5C. »

MANY CHANGES AT
THE CAPITOL

New Faces in Many Pub¬
lic Places-

SOME HOT FIGHTS.

Much Ceremony About the Gov»
ernor's Inauguration;

CONTESTS FOR STATE OFFICES.

Pretty Race for the Speakersaia.Olia*
Fights Before the Men Who Ar* te

Make the Laws Thi* Wia·

ter...any ffave Senred
the People Here

Before«

As a result of the elections .held Urrou*»»
out Virginia on Tuesday last there -wilt to·

surprising changes at the Capitol on Jaa·-j
uary 1st, 1W2.
The new year comes in on Wednesday«

and the casual visitor who leaves the his-

toric old building on Tuesday will ha

startled at the many now face» he wtlt-i
find in the public offices.
A new Governor will be in command a*

the Executive Department, and a novf :

Lieutenant-Governor will wield tho gavel
over the Stato Senate. There will b» a

new Secretary of the Commonwealth, and
over in tho Library building a new Attor-
ney-General will be at tho helm. New
private secretaries will receive at both tho
Executive office and that of the Attor¬
ney-General, and there may be some ne« j
faces in other State offices.
But changes will begin as early as the ^

first Wednesday in December, for the

coming Legislature will have in- it a lar-

ger percentage of now men than any thac
has assembled in the State In years. Over
the deliberations of the lower branch of

that important body a new speaker will

prtiSide, and it is expected that at least
some new officers ami committee clerks
will be chosen.

WITH POMP AND CEREMONT.
It is expected that the new ìfìlministra-

tion will be ushered in· with much pomp
and ceremony on the» tirst of January.
Govemor-oteet Andrew Jackson .Montagu«
will Uike tho oath of office before repre¬
sentatives of the beauty and chivalry of
tho Commonwealth in the hall of t!:*

House of Delegates, and his inaugural ad¬
dress will doubtless bo a masternif···?' of
eloquence and logic, tig he is regarded as

one of the most splendid orators In the
State.
The new'Governor will have but little

patronage to distribute, and he has given
no intimation up to this time as to what
will be his policy in this line. It la
thought, however, that ll" will retain his
present efficient privi·.1·.- secretary. Mr. D.
A. Ritchie, artd that in· will reappoint
Hon. G. ?\". Koiner as Commissioner of
Agriculture, and General William Nallj
as Adjutant-General.
As to Labor Commissioner, there will

be a big fight, and the result seems un¬

certain. There will be many applicants
for membership on the State Beard of
Fisheries, and some changes are said to
bo probable. Messrs. Karman, Chester-
man and Murphy are tho present mem¬
bers of the Board! of Directors of the
penitentiary. Tho present board may Ite
retained. This about completes the list
of places the. Governor will have at his
disposal, with the exception of a physlctin
to the penitentiary, eighteen colonels fop
his staff and members of the Boards of
Visitors to the various educational and
humane institutions of the Slate.

THK LEGISLATURE.
The Legislature win meet on the first

Wednesday in December, unless It shall b.
otherwise ordered by the convention,
which now has the question under ad¬
visement. Hardly in fifteen years has
there been a General Assembly chosen In
which there were so many new men.
There will ije hardly enough old leaders.
especially in the lower branch.to facili¬
tate business on the start. Ono thing. I
however, is true in this connection, and i
that is that the body will be charged with
a great deal less responsible work than
'.usually falls to such an assembly in Vir¬
ginia.
The wisest leaders do not dream that '

the Constitutional Convention will begin
to complete its work in time for the Leg- :
islature elected last Tuesday to put it
into operation, and it seems to tie tho
better opinion tliat the· next one chosen
will be charged with that irksome task
It is expected that the Legislature will
meet here at the usual time; pass app:'"-
priatiou bills and other necessary meas¬
ures; count Urn vote cast in the recent
election, according to law: elect Slate-
officers; attend the Gubernatorial inaugu¬
ration, and then adjourn sine die.

MANY" HOT BATTLES.
But however short the- time of ti:? corn¬

ing session, there will he sorao hot con¬
tests for the offices to Go given out. Tho
speakership of the House will furnish on«

of the-prettiest contests. Hon. Samuel U,
Kelley. the· brilliant >oung leader ot this
city, aad Hon. John K. Ryan, tho popular
member from loudoun. are thtt aspirants«
and the Hon. Gtorge Jf. Hunley. of Math¬
ews, has been mentioned' by his friends.
Mr. Kelley lias filled many positions ot
honor und trust in his party, and ha*
long been an active, working Democrat.
He was Democratic, elector for this dis¬
trict in 1SG0. and In that capacity mado
?. powerful stump canva.*» for the parly. '*

Continued on Ninth Pas·»! -<


